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Trump plan to 
be rich, hints at 
abolishing  I-T
DORAL (Florida) 
AGENCIES 

United States President 
Donald Trump has once 
again advocated doing away 
with income tax for Ameri-
cans, saying that it is “time 
for the US to return to a sys-
tem that made us richer and 
powerful”. He added that the 
US should be enriching itself 
by “tariffing and taxing for-
eign nationals”. 

Speaking at the 2025 Re-
publican Issues Conference 
at the Trump National Doral 
Miami on Monday, in Doral, 
Florida, Trump outlined his 
proposal. AFP reported that 
the three-day planning 
session was expected to lay 
out Trump's ambitious legis-
lative agenda. 

“America's gonna be very 
rich again and its gonna 
happen very quickly. It's 
time for the United States to 
return to the system that 
made us richer and more 
powerful than ever before,” 
the President said. He as-
serted that the US had no in-
come tax prior to 1913, and it 
was the tariff system that 
made America rich in the 
past and gave previous 
presidents the capital to do 
work for the country. 

“You know the US in 1870-
1913 — all tariffs and that 
was the richest period in the 
history of the US — relatively 
speaking. And they set up a 
blue ribbon committee, the 
great tariff commission of 
1887 and this commission 
had one function: ‘what to 
do with all the money that 
we took in?’” he claimed. 

“It was so enormous that 
they had no idea what to do 
with all of the money that we 
had. And again, Teddy 
Roosevelt was a beneficiary 
… and he did all of those na-
tional parks and all of the 

other things… he was given a 
vast amount of money, and 
that was all made through 
tariffs. We had no income 
tax, the income tax came in 
1913,” he added. 

 
‘Tax Foreign Nationals 
to Enrich Our Citizens’ 
“As I said in my speech last 
week, instead of taxing our 
citizens to enrich foreign na-
tions we should be tariffing 
and taxing foreign nations to 
enrich our citizens. Does 
that make sense? Right?” he 
asked the clapping crowd. 

So, will the US remove in-
come tax and replace it with 
tariffs?  Trump has re-
peatedly voiced support for 
the move — even during his 
campaign to become Presi-
dent last year. 

Tariffs are typically 
charged as a percentage of 
the price a buyer pays a for-
eign seller. In the US, tariffs 
are collected by Customs 
and Border Protection 
agents at 328 ports of entry 
across the country, accord-
ing to an AP report. It added 
that mainstream econ-
omists are generally scep-
tical of tariffs, considering 
them a mostly inefficient 
way for governments to 
raise money and promote 
prosperity.

Microsoft in talks to buy TikTok: US Prez
WASHINGTON: US President 
Donald Trump has said Micro-
soft is in discussions to acquire 
TikTok and that he would like to 

see a "bidding war" over the sale 
of the social media app. When 
asked by reporters whether the 
US tech giant was preparing a 

bid, Trump replied: "I would say 
yes" - before adding that there 
was "great interest in TikTok" 
from several companies. 

‘Israeli troops must withdraw’

Agencies 
CAIRO 

Lebanese Hezbollah chief Naim 
Qassem said on Monday that the 
group did not accept any justifi-
cations to extend the period for 
Israeli troops' withdrawal from 
southern Lebanon. "What 
comes after the period given for 
Israel's withdrawal? Israel has to 
withdraw because the 60 days 
are over. We do not accept any 
justification to extend for one 

moment or one day," he said in 
a recorded televised address. Is-
rael said on Friday that its 
army's withdrawal would last 
beyond the 60-day period stipu-
lated in the ceasefire agree-
ment, that ended on January 26, 
with the Lebanese group, say-
ing the terms of the deal had not 
been fully enforced by the Le-
banese state. The US said on 
Sunday the agreement between 
Lebanon and Israel would now 
remain in effect until February 
18,. Qassem said the group was 
informed that Washington in-
itially proposed to Lebanese of-

ficials to extend the deal to Feb-
ruary 28, which  Hezbollah re-
jected. Lebanese caretaker 
Prime Minister Najib Mikati 
said during a meeting with US 
Ambassador Lisa Johnson that 
the country accepted adhering 
to the ceasefire agreement with 
Israel until February 18. 

Mikati said that requires 
pressure to end the Israeli "ag-
gression and repeated viol-
ations" and to secure Israel's 
complete withdrawal from the 
occupied territories in the 
south, in return, his office said 
in a statement on Monday.  
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