
AP/ Hong Kong 
 

Seven of  Hong Kong's 
most prominent pro-
democracy advocates had 
part of  their convictions 
quashed on Monday over 
their roles in one of  the 
biggest pro-democracy 
protests in 2019.  

Jimmy Lai, Martin Lee, 
and five former pro-
democracy lawmakers, in-
cluding barrister Mar-
garet Ng, had been found 
guilty of  organising and 

participating an unautho-
rised assembly. Lai, Lee 
Cheuk-yan, Leung Kwok-
hung and Cyd Ho were 
jailed between eight and 
18 months. Martin Lee, an 
octogenarian nicknamed 
the city's "Father of  
Democracy," Ng and Al-
bert Ho were given sus-
pended jail sentences.  

Judge Andrew Macrae 
said he and other judges 
of  the Court of  Appeal 
unanimously quashed 
their convictions over the 

charge of  organising an 
unauthorized assembly.   

But their convictions 
over taking part in an 
unauthorised assembly 
were upheld.  

Hence, the four 
activists who served their 
jail terms in prison have 
had part of  their sen-
tences in the case 
quashed, he said. 

 Kim Jong Un during a visit to munitions factory in North Korea

AP / Seoul 
 

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un again toured major 
munitions factories and or-
dered a drastic increase in pro-
duction of  missiles and other 
weapons, state media said on 
Monday, as the South Korean 
and US militaries announced 
they will begin major drills 
next week to hone their joint 
capability against the North's 
evolving nuclear threats. 
Kim's push to produce more 
weapons also comes as US offi-
cials believe Russia's defense 
minister recently talked with 
North Korea about selling 
more weapons to Russia for its 
war with Ukraine. 

The Korean Central News 
Agency said Kim visited facto-
ries producing tactical mis-
siles, mobile launch platforms, 
armoured vehicles and ar-
tillery shells on Friday and 
Saturday. He visited a spate of  
other munitions factories in 
early August. During a stop at 
the missile factory, Kim set a 
goal to "drastically boost" pro-
duction capacity so the facility 
can mass produce missiles to 
meet the needs of  front-line 
military units, KCNA said. 

"The qualitative level of  

war preparations depends on 
the development of  the muni-
tions industry and the factory 
bears a very important re-
sponsibility in speeding up the 
war preparations of  the 
(North) Korean People's 
Army," Kim said, according to 
the report. 

Visiting other factories, 
Kim called for building more 
modern missile launch trucks 
and said there is an urgent 
need to boost production of  
large-caliber multiple rocket 
launcher shells "at an expo-

nential rate," the report said. 
Kim also drove a new utility 
combat armored vehicle, 
KCNA said. 

Kim has been focusing on 
enlarging his nuclear and mis-
sile arsenals since his high-
stakes diplomacy with then-
President Trump collapsed in 
2019. Since the start of  2022, 
Kim's military has conducted 
over 100 missile tests, many in 
name of  warning the US and 
South Korea over their expan-
sion of  joint military training 
exercises. 
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Anwarul Haq Kakar sworn 
in as Pak caretaker PM 

PTI / Islamabad 
 

Anwarul Haq Kakar was 
on Monday sworn in as Pak-
istan's caretaker prime min-
ister to head a neutral politi-
cal set-up to run the cash-
strapped country and con-
duct the next general elec-
tions. Kakar, the 52-year-old 
first-time Senator, is an eth-
nic Pushtun from Balochis-
tan and a member of  the 
Balochistan Awami Party 
(BAP) -- a party considered 
close to the powerful estab-
lishment of  the country. He 
was administered oath of  the 
office by President Arif  Alvi 
in a ceremony held at the Ai-
wan-i-Sadr (the President 
House) in Islamabad. He be-
came the 8th interim prime 
minister of  Pakistan. 

Ahead of  taking oath, 
Kakar resigned from the up-
per house of  Parliament. 
Kakar's name was agreed 
upon during the final day of  
consultations between 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  and the Leader of  the 
Opposition in the dissolved 
National Assembly, Raja 
Riaz Ahmad on Saturday.  

Senate Chairman Sadiq 
Sanjarani on Monday accept-
ed Kakar's resignation from 
the Senate ahead of  the lat-
ter's swearing-in as the care-
taker prime minister.

 
“Kakar’s name came from 
somewhere else and it had to be 
accepted by all stakeholders,” a 
member of the outgoing ruling 
coalition was quoted as saying by 
the Dawn newspaper. The politician 
was apparently referring to the 
powerful military establishment. 

Both sides had already expressed 
their “desire that the caretaker 
prime minister should be from a 
smaller province,” Leader of 
Opposition Riaz said. 

 
 
  

 
Though the election is meant 
to be held within 90 days, by 
November, there is uncertainty 
over the date amid the ongoing 
crises. Kakar and his cabinet will 
run the government until a 
national election is held and the 
winner can secure a parliamentary 
majority and select a new prime 
minister. 

The exercise of drawing fresh 
boundaries for hundreds of federal 
and provincial constituencies in a 
country of 241 million people may 
take six months or more, according 
to a former commission official.

Kakar as interim 
Prime Minister

Why was Pak 
Parl’t dissolved?

Kim orders increase  
in missile production

China’s defence 
chief heads 
to Russia

AP / Beijing 
 

Chinese Defence Minister Li 
Shangfu is visiting Russia and 
Belarus in a show of  support 
for those nations which the 
West has sought to isolate over 
Russia's invasion of   
Ukraine.  

Li departed on Monday on 
the six-day trip, during which 
he will deliver an address at 
the Moscow Conference on  
International Security and 
meet with defense leaders 
from Russia and other 
nations, the Defense Ministry 
said on its social media ac-
count.  

It cited spokesperson Col 
Wu Qian. Russian Foreign 
Ministry Sergey Lavrov is due 
to speak at the conference on 
the topic of  the "Majority 
World countries' search for 
ways to development outside 
Western mechanisms, includ-
ing strengthening 
multilateral associations of  a 
new type," Russia's official 
TASS news agency reported.  

It said representatives from 
about 100 countries and eight 
international organisations 
had been invited to attend.

 
Kakar, 52, is an ethnic Pushtun from Balochistan and a 
member of the Balochistan Awami Party (BAP).  

Born in 1971 in the Muslim Bagh area of Qila Saifullah 
district of Balochistan, he holds a Master’s degree in 
Political Science, Sociology and is an alumnus of the 
University of Balochistan. 

Kakar was elected to the Senate in 2018 and has been 
a very active politician. He also served as the 
spokesperson of the Balochistan provincial government 
before his election to the upper house.

Who is Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar?

HK activists win narrow legal victory

Russia targets 
Odesa again 
AP / Kyiv 

 
Russia launched three waves 
of  nighttime air attacks 
against the southern 
Ukraine port city of  Odesa, 
officials said on Monday, 
though the Ukrainian air 
force said it intercepted all 15 
incoming Shahed drones 
and eight Kalibr missiles. 
  Falling debris from the in-
terceptions damaged the 
dormitory of  an educational 
facility in the city, a residen-
tial building and a supermar-
ket, Odesa Gov. Oleh Kiper 
said.  
   Two employees of  the su-
permarket were hospitalized, 
Kiper said.  The Kremlin's 
forces have pummeled Odesa 
in recent times, aiming at fa-
cilities that transport 
Ukraine's crucial grain ex-
ports and also wrecking cher-
ished Ukrainian historical 
sites. The stepped-up barrage 
followed Moscow's decision 
to break off  a landmark 
agreement that had allowed 
grain to flow from Ukraine to 
countries in Africa, the Mid-
dle East and Asia and help re-
duce the threat of  hunger. 
Following that withdrawal, 
Russia carried out repeated 

strikes on Ukrainian ports, 
including Odesa, and de-
clared wide areas of  the 
Black Sea unsafe for ship-
ping. 

On Sunday, a Russian war-
ship fired warning shots at a 
cargo ship in the southwest-
ern Black Sea. 

Russia's Defense Ministry 
said the ship was heading 
north to the Ukrainian 
Danube River port of  Izmail. 
Russian forces fired shots 
from automatic small arms 
to force it to stop, the min-
istry said on Telegram. 

Ukraine's presidential of-
fice reported Monday that at 
least eight civilians were 
killed and 23 others were 
wounded in Ukraine over the 
previous 24 hours.   

Meanwhile, two Russian 
citizens have been arrested 
on allegations of  spreading 
propaganda for Russia's 
Wagner mercenary group, 
Poland's security authorities 
said on Monday.    The Inter-
nal Security Agency, or ABW, 
said that the men had been 
acting on behalf  of  Russia's 
secret services and were dis-
tributing leaflets in Warsaw 
and Krakow advocating join-
ing the mercenaries.
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