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Sudan's military has sus-
pended its participation in 
talks with a paramilitary 
force it's been battling for 
weeks for control of  the 
northeastern African coun-
try, a military spokesman 
said on Wednesday. 

The development was a 
blow to the United States 
and Saudi Arabia, which 
have been mediating be-
tween the two sides whose 
conflict has plunged Sudan 
into chaos. 

Brig Nabil Abdalla, a 
spokesman for the Sudanese 
armed forces, told The Asso-
ciated Press that the move is 
a protest to the Rapid Sup-
port Forces' "repeated viola-
tions" of  the humanitarian 
cease-fire, including their 

continued occupation of  
hospitals and other civilian 
infrastructure in the capital, 
Khartoum. 

Sudan descended into 
chaos after fighting erupted 
in mid-April between the 

military, led by Gen. Abdel-
Fattah Burhan, and the RSF, 
commanded by Gen. Mo-
hammed Hamdan Dagalo. 

The fighting has killed at 
least 866 civilians and 
wounded thousands more.

Sudan military suspends 
talks with paramilitary rival

AP / Washington 
 

Twitter may now be worth 
one-third of  what Elon 
Musk paid for the social me-
dia platform just seven 
months ago. 

Financial services compa-
ny Fidelity has reduced the 
market value of  its equity 
stake in Twitter for a third 
time, now putting it at USD 
6.55 billion. That's down 
from the nearly USD 20 bil-
lion Fidelity valued its stake 
at in October. It is unclear 
how Fidelity came up with 
its valuation figures, but as 
a public company, it's re-
quired to provide investors 
with updates on its holdings.  

Because Twitter is a pri-
vate company now called X 
Holdings Corp., 

information about its fi-
nances can't be verified. 
Musk took control of  Twit-
ter in October, after a pro-
tracted legal battle and 

months of  uncertainty. The 
CEO of  Tesla, who also 
owns SpaceX, bought Twit-
ter for USD 44 billion. 

The billionaire financed 
the purchase with funds in-
cluding loans from a group 
of  banks. Musk has said the 
USD 44 billion price tag for 
Twitter was too high but 
that the company had great 
potential. 

By April, Musk was 
telling the BBC that running 
Twitter has been "quite 
painful" but that the social 
media company is now 
roughly breaking even after 
he acquired it late last year. 
Musk predicted at the time 
that Twitter could become 
"cash flow positive" in the 
current quarter "if  current 
trends continue". 
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North Korea's attempt to put 
the country's first spy satel-
lite into space failed on 
Wednesday in a setback to 
leader Kim Jong Un's push to 
boost his military 
capabilities as tensions with 
the United States and South 
Korea rise. 

After an unusually quick 
admission of  failure, North 
Korea vowed to conduct a sec-
ond launch after learning 
what went wrong with its 
rocket liftoff. It suggests Kim 
remains determined to ex-
pand his weapons arsenal 
and apply more pressure on 
Washington and Seoul while 
diplomacy is stalled. 

South Korea and Japan 
briefly urged residents to 
take shelter during the 
launch. 

The South Korean military 
said it was salvaging an ob-
ject presumed to be part of  
the crashed North Korean 

rocket in waters 200 kilome-
tres (124 miles) west of  the 
southwestern island of  
Eocheongdo.  

Later, the Defense 
Ministry released photos of  a 
white, metal cylinder it de-
scribed as a suspected rocket 
part. 

A satellite launch by North 
Korea is a violation of  U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
that ban the country from 
conducting any launch based 
on ballistic technology. Ob-
servers say North Korea's 
previous satellite launches 
helped improve its long-

range missile technology.  
North Korean long-range 

missile tests in recent years 
demonstrated a potential 
range that could reach all of  
the continental US, but out-
side experts say the North 
Korea still has some work to 
do to obtain functioning nu-

clear missiles. 
The newly developed Chol-

lima-1 rocket was launched at 
6:37 am at the North's Sohae 
Satellite Launching Ground 
in the northwest, carrying 
the Malligyong-1 satellite.
The rocket crashed off  the 
Korean Peninsula's western 
coast after it lost thrust fol-
lowing the separation of  its 
first and second stages, the 
North's official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency said. 

South Korea's military 
said the North Korean rocket 
had "an abnormal flight" be-
fore it fell in the water. 
Japan's Chief  Cabinet Secre-
tary Hirokazu Matsuno told 
reporters that no object was 
believed to have reached 
space. 

North Korean media said 
the country's space agency 
will investigate what it calls 
"the serious defects revealed" 
by the launch and conduct a 
second launch as soon as pos-
sible.

N Korea’s spy satellite falls into sea

An object, presumed to be part of North Korea's claimed 'Space Launch Vehicle' being salvaged by 
South Korea's miliaty in waters 200 km west of Eocheong Island in the Yellow Sea –AFP
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Setback to Kim Jong Un’s push to boost military capabilities as spy satellite fails at launch
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Nine more members of  Im-
ran Khan's Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf  party were 
arrested and handed over to 
the Pakistan Army on 
Wednesday to be tried under 
the stringent Pakistan Army 
Act over their alleged role in 
the May 9 attacks on sensitive 
military installations and 
government buildings. 

With these arrests, the 
number of  PTI activists to be 
tried under the Army Act 
and the Official Secrets Act 
has exceeded 50. 

"On the orders of  the anti-
terrorism courts, nine sus-
pects belonging to PTI and in-
volved in the attack on the ISI 
buildings (in Faisalabad) and 
military installations in Mul-
tan Cantonment were 
handed to the Pakistan Army 
on Wednesday for their trial 
under the Army Act and Offi-
cial Secrets Act," a court offi-
cial said. On May 9, violent 
protests erupted after para-
military Rangers arrested 70-
year-old Khan.

9 more members from Imran's 
party to be tried under Army Act

Security personnel escort former Pakistan prime minister Imran 
Khan as he leaves Islamabad High Court on Wednesday –AFP

PTI / Islamabad 
 
The Islamabad High Court on 
Wednesday extended former 
Pakistan prime minister Imran 
Khan's bail in the Al Qadir 
Trust corruption case for three 
days and directed him to 
approach the relevant 
accountability court. 
The order was issued by a 
division bench headed by 

Justice Miangul Hassan 
Aurangzeb. 
Tight security was put in place 
at the high court premises. A 
video shared on Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party's 
official Twitter account 
showed Khan entering the 
Islamabad High Court (IHC) as 
his security personnel held up 
bulletproof shields, the Dawn 
newspaper reported.

Pak court extends Imran's bail plea

AP / Washington 
 

The US military said on 
Tuesday that a Chinese fight-
er jet flew aggressively close 
to a US reconnaissance air-
craft over the South China 
Sea, forcing the American pi-
lot to fly through the turbu-
lent wake. 

The Chinese J-16 fighter 
pilot "flew directly in front of  
the nose of  the RC-135," 
which was conducting rou-

tine operations in interna-
tional airspace last Friday, 
US Indo-Pacific Command 
said in a statement.  

It called the Chinese move 
an " unnecessarily 
aggressive maneuver."  

US defense leaders have 
complained that China's mil-
itary has become significant-
ly more aggressive over the 
past five years, intercepting 
US aircraft and ships in the 
region. 

A J-16 jet flies in front of the nose of a US Air Force aircraft

Chinese jet gets  
aggressive with US plane

SpaceX flight 
returns from 
space station 

AP / Cape Canaveral (US) 
 

A private flight carrying two 
Saudi astronauts and other 
passengers returned to 
Earth late on Tuesday night 
after a nine-day trip to the In-
ternational Space Station. 

The SpaceX capsule carry-
ing the four parachuted into 
the Gulf  of  Mexico, just off  
the Florida panhandle, 12 
hours after undocking from 
the orbiting lab.

US announces  
measures  

against Kosovo 
Pristina: The US has an-
nounced measures against 
Kosovo after more than 90 peo-
ple, including NATO soldiers, 
were injured in violent clashes 
in the country's Serb-majority 
northern area. American Am-
bassador in Pristina, Jeffrey 
Hovenier, said the US "foresaw 
the consequences" of  the deci-
sion to forcibly install ethnic-
Albanian mayors in four ma-
jority-Serb municipalities, re-
ports the BBC. –IANS 
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