
RAIPUR: A total of  253 can-
didates in the second phase
of  Assembly polls in Chhat-
tisgarh scheduled for No-
vember 17 are 'crorepatis',
with Deputy Chief  Minister
and senior Congress leader
TS Singh Deo topping the
list with assets of  more than
Rs 447 crore. While there are
958 candidates in the fray for
the November 17 polls,
Chhattisgarh Election
Watch and Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR),

in their report, said they
had arrived at the figure of
253 after analysing details of
only 953 candidates.

The analysis of  five candi-
dates could not be completed
as their affidavits are either
badly scanned or complete
affidavits are not uploaded
on the Election Commission
of  India website, they said.

As per the report released
on Friday, the average

worth of  assets of  candi-
dates is Rs 2 crore. It said 60
(86%) out of  70 candidates
analysed from Indian Na-
tional Congress, 57 (81%)
out of  70 candidates
analysed from Bharatiya
Janata Party, 26 (42%) out
of  62 candidates analysed
from Janta Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) and 19
(43%) out of  44 candidates
analysed from Aam Aadmi
Party have declared assets
of  more than Rs 1 crore.

253 candidates in 2nd phase 'crorepatis',
Singh Deo richest with Rs 447 croreDelhi's pollution: SC pulls up city govt, says

won't issue direction on odd-even scheme 
NEW DELHI: The
Supreme Court on Friday
made it clear that the deci-
sion on introducing the
odd-even car rationing
scheme in the national cap-
ital has to be taken by the
city government and
pulled it up for shifting the
burden onto the court.

After the day's proceed-
ings in the apex court,
which is hearing a matter
on the worsening air quali-
ty in the Delhi-National
Capital Region, Environ-
ment Minister Gopal Rai
said the Delhi government
has postponed the imple-
mentation of  the odd-even
car rationing scheme as
there has been a notable
improvement in the air

quality due to rain.
Addressing a press con-

ference here, Rai said the
government will review
the air quality situation af-
ter Diwali and a call on the
odd-even scheme may be
taken if  there's a sharp in-
crease in pollution levels.

The Delhi government
had earlier announced it
will implement the odd-
even scheme a day after Di-
wali from November 13 to
20, when air pollution is
likely to peak.

During the hearing in the
top court on Friday, a
bench headed by Justice
Sanjay Kishan Kaul said
the court had nothing to do
with the odd-even scheme
and it had never said that it

should also apply to taxis
entering Delhi from the ad-
joining states.

While hearing the matter
on November 7, the apex
court had questioned the
effectiveness of  the
scheme following which
the city's environment
minister had said it will be
implemented only after the
top court has heard the

matter on Friday and is-
sued an order.

The top court is seized of
a plea filed in 1985 by envi-
ronmentalist M C Mehta
on air pollution. Several is-
sues concerning pollution
have arisen during the
hearing of  the matter.

On Friday, the apex court
said it had flagged the odd-
even issue at the last hear-

ing after an advocate, as-
sisting it as an amicus cu-
riae, said the odd-even plan
does not actually help re-
duce air pollution.

The counsel representing
the Delhi government said
taxis from adjoining states
were required to be al-
lowed into Delhi as com-
muting will become a ma-
jor problem otherwise.
Lakhs of  people working
in Delhi live in cities like
Noida and Gurugram in
Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana. "I am agreeing
with you. We never said
that. Don't try to non-per-
form and shift the burden
onto the court. This is
what is happening," Jus-
tice Kaul observed.

UP govt to provide free gas
cylinders to beneficiaries
of Ujjwala Yojana on Holi 

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on Fri-
day said that the state gov-
ernment will once again
provide free gas cylinders
to the beneficiaries of  the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana on the occasion of
Holi in March next year.

For this, the beneficiaries
of  the scheme need to link
their bank accounts with
Aadhaar.

Adityanath inaugurated
the distribution campaign
for free refills of  cooking
gas cylinders under the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana for 1.75 crore eligi-
ble families in the state
from the Lok Bha-
van on Fri-
day the
occa-

sion of  Dhanteras.
The state government

will spend Rs 2,312 crore on
this campaign, it said in a
statement.

Adityanath said, "Our
government is fulfilling an-
other announcement made
in the 'Lok Kalyan Sankalp
Patra' during the Assembly
elections-2022. Before 2014,
people were not able to get
gas connections. Even if  a
connection was available,
they had to stand in long
queues for cylinders." He
stated that there were nu-
merous occasions when po-
lice were forced to resort to
lathi-charges. Poor and dis-
advantaged individuals
couldn't even think about

getting a gas
connec-

tion. 

Delhi CM seeks probe by vigilance department
into corruption allegations against Chief Secy

NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief  Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has sent a
complaint to the Vigilance
Minister for investigation
into the alleged ben-
efits of  Rs 315 crore
provided by Chief
Secretary Naresh
Kumar to his son in
land acquisition for
the Dwarka Express-
way, said an official.

"A complaint was
made to Chief  Min-
ister Kejriwal re-
garding the alleged
corruption involving Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar
on October 24. It was al-
leged that the Chief  Secre-
tary benefited his son's
company of  Rs 315 crore,"
said a source.

"There are allegations of
irregularities in land ac-
quisition on the Dwarka
Expressway. The Chief
Minister has sent the com-
plaint to the Minister of

Vigilance for a
detailed inquiry
in the matter,"
said the official.

Earlier, the
Delhi High
Court has nulli-
fied an award of
over Rs 300
crore issued by
District Magis-
trate (DM) He-

mant Kumar, who was sus-
pended from his position,
in a matter of  compensa-
tion for land acquisition in
Bamnoli village, southwest
Delhi on Dwarka Express-
way.
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CROP RESIDUE BURNING HAS TO BE STOPPED, SAYS SC

Crop residue burning or often called as stubble burning
in Punjab and some other states adjacent to Delhi have

to be stopped and solution has to found to reduce the
pollution level in the national capital region (NCR), the
Supreme Court reiterated on Friday. A bench headed by
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul observed that there is a lack of
implementation at the ground level despite the existence
of several reports and committees on the pollution issue.

CHHATTISGARH

Congress puts its
Karnataka might behind
poll push in Telangana

BENGALURU: The Congress
seems to be using its entire
might from Karnataka in
Telangana, seeking to emulate
its success there, with the par-
ty sending 10 ministers and 48
senior leaders from the state
for election management to its
poll-bound neighbour.

While 10 ministers from
Karnataka have been ap-
pointed as AICC cluster in-
charges, 48 other party lead-
ers -- mostly MLAs and MLCs
-- have been appointed as
AICC assembly constituency
observers for various dis-
tricts in Telangana, which
goes to polls on November 30.

Karnataka Chief  Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah and
Deputy Chief  Minister D K
Shivakumar, who is also
KPCC chief, are leading
from the front in the elec-
tion push in Telangana.

In fact, both leaders are
currently in Telangana for
electioneering, working for
the Congress to emerge vic-
torious in that state too,
like it did in Karnataka.

In the polls held for the
224-member assembly in
Karnataka in May this year,
the Congress posted an em-
phatic victory by ousting
the BJP from power, bag-
ging 135 seats.

Ex- Cong leader in Kerala
received proceeds of

bank fraud through ginger
farming business: ED 

NEW DELHI: K K Abra-
ham, a former general sec-
retary of  the Kerala
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC), got "profit
share" from a ginger farm-
ing enterprise run along
with his alleged associate
and an accused in a loan
fraud in a Kerala-based co-
operative bank, the En-
forcement Directorate
claimed Friday.

Abraham was arrested by
the federal probe agency in
Kerala on November 7.

The case pertains to an al-
leged loan fraud of  Rs 5.62
crore at the Pulpally Serv-
ice Cooperative Bank locat-
ed at Pulpally in Wayanad
district.

The criminal case filed
by the ED under the Pre-
vention of  Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) stems
from an FIR of  the Kerala
Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (VACB)
against the governing
body members and offi-
cials of  the bank.




