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Gadkari’s 
dream: 
Indian infra ... 

To protect the environ-
ment from pollution, roads 
need to be turned into green 
roads. In this regard, such 
trees shall be planted along-
side the roads which absorb 
carbon dioxide.   

Underlining that no com-
promise shall be made in 
quality of construction, he 
stressed that there was a 
need to bring down cost of 
construction. He said that in-
frastructure is top priority of 
PM Narendra Modi. He 
spoke about using white top-
ping instead of bitumen in 
road construction so that 
roads do not get damaged 
during monsoon. He said 
that India’s logistic cost is 14 
% while China’s logistic cost is 
just 8 %.  He emphasized the 
need to bring down logistic 
costs by going for better 
transportation network.  

Gadkari told the engineers 
that when they construct 
good roads, he gets the 
credit, but when roads are 
full of potholes, people criti-
cise him on social media. 

 

LPG blast 
damages  ... 

Fire engines and officials 
of the civic body also reached 
the spot. Rathore rented out 
a portion of his house to a 
tent shop owner. But the 
family members of the tent 
shop owner were safe, 
though two walls of the room 
were damaged.    

There is, however, no road 
to reach the place where the 
explosion occurred. 

The police team is making 
efforts to reach the spot by 
removing debris with the 
help of JCB machines. 

Saurabh said as soon as he 
got the information about 
the blast, he rushed to the 
spot with a team of po-
licemen.   

Two persons may have 
been trapped in debris, Saur-
abh said, adding that an LPG 
cylinder was the likely rea-
son behind the blast. 

Sub-divisional magistrate 
(SDM) CB Prasad said there 
were reports that two per-
sons were caught in debris. 

SP Saurabh said that the 
police shall sift through the 
previous record of Jameel 
and his kin. 

Immediately after the 
blast, a large number of 
people gathered outside the 
house.  Chaos prevailed in 
the area. 

 

Vijaya 
Rahatkar ... 

Rahatkar's tenure will 
begin with immediate effect. 
The announcement will also 
be published in the Gazette 
of India. 

In addition to the appoint-
ment of Rahatkar, Archana 
Majumdar has been officially 
named a member of the 
NCW for a tenure of three 
years, as per a notification is-
sued by the Ministry of 
Women and Child Devel-
opment. 

The NCW, a statutory 
body, is empowered to work 
towards the advancement of 
women's rights. Its mandate 
includes reviewing the con-
stitutional and legal safe-
guards provided for women. 

According to a statement 
issued by the Women and 
Child Development Ministry, 
Rahatkar has demonstrated 
leadership skills across vari-
ous political and social re-
sponsibilities. 

During her tenure as the 
chairperson of the Maha-
rashtra State Commission for 
Women (2016-2021), she 
spearheaded initiatives like 
"Sakshama" (support for acid 
attack survivors), "Prajwala" 
(linking self-help groups to 
Central government 
schemes), and "Suhita" (a 
24x7 helpline service for 
women). 

She also worked on legal 
reforms focusing on issues 
like Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO), anti-triple talaq 
cells, and anti-human traf-
ficking units. 

Rahatkar also introduced 
digital literacy programmes 

and launched a publication 
named "Saad" dedicated to 
women's issues. 

Man locks 
elderly mom  
inside room... 

He added that the woman 
who was found dead has 
been identified as Lalita 
Dubey (80). Her husband, 
who is now no more, had 
been posted as a head con-
stable in the city earlier.  

As per police, Dubey had 
three sons, of whom one had 
died a year ago, while 
another one resides in In-
dore. She used to live with 
her third son, Arun Dubey in 
Bhopal. The residents of the 
colony told the police that 
Arun is mentally unstable.  

The police are suspecting 
that Arun may have locked 
Lalita inside the house, and 
then headed outstation along 
with his wife and kids. The 
police said they have 
launched a hunt for Arun 
and his family.  

Bibi’s house 
hit by   
Hezbollah ... 

Caesarea, a town located 
to the north of Tel Aviv, is 
home to several busi-
nessmen and politicians. 

It also holds several stra-
tegic assets including mili-
tary bases and oil refineries. 

Following the incident, 
the Israeli military imposed 
stringent restrictions on the 
Israeli media and also 
sealed off the area. 

Reacting to the drone at-
tack, Netanyahu promised 
that “nothing will deter” him, 
claiming that his country is 
“going to win this war”. 

In videos shared on social 
media, he called Hamas 
leader Yahya Sinwar, who the 
army killed earlier in the 
week, “the terrorist master-
mind whose goons be-
headed our men, raped our 
women and burned babies 
alive”. 

“We took him out,” the 
prime minister said, adding: 
“We’re continuing our battle 
with Iran’s other terrorist 
proxies.” 

Indian 
diplomats in 
Canada... 

"There was definitely a 
threat and that's exactly why 
the RCMP decided to take 
the extraordinary measure 
of making public the fact that 
Canadians were being in-
timidated, [were] victims of 
extortion or even [received] 
death threats because agents 
and diplomats from India 
were linked to these criminal 
actions," Joly said at a press 
conference in Montreal.  

Joly stated that while Rus-
sia has targeted Germany 
and the United 
Kingdom  with this kind 
of  transnational 
repression,  it's never been 
seen before in Canada at this 
scale and the government 
"needed to stand firm on this 
issue."  

"We've never seen that in 
our history," said Joly. "That 
level of transnational re-
pression cannot happen on 
Canadian soil." 

India, on its part, also ex-
pelled six Canadian diplo-
mats hours after it 
summoned Canada's Charge 
d'Affaires Stewart Wheeler 
and conveyed that the "base-
less targeting of the Indian 
High Commissioner and 
other diplomats and officials 
in Canada was completely 
unacceptable." 

Ex Indian spy, 
wanted ... 

The police booked Yadav and 
Abdullah under sections 364A 
(kidnapping for ransom), 307 
(attempt to murder), 328 (caus-
ing harm to another person 
using poison), 506 (criminal in-
timidation), 323 (voluntarily 
causing hurt), 341 (wrong re-
straint), 392 (robbery), 411 (dis-
honestly receiving stolen 
property) and 120B (criminal 
conspiracy) of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC). 

The police filed a charge 
sheet naming Yadav on March 
13 this year before he was 
granted interim bail for six 
days on March 22 on grounds 
of "illness" of his one-year-old 
daughter.  

On April 22, the court 
granted regular bail to Yadav. 
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INDIA bloc announces 
Jharkhand seat deal

SEAT SHARING: Congress, JMM to contest 70 of 81 seats

PTI 
RANCHI 

Jharkhand Chief Minister He-
mant Soren on Saturday said 
that the INDIA bloc partners 
will contest the upcoming as-
sembly polls together and the 
Congress and the JMM will 
field candidates in 70 of 81 
seats. 

Seat-sharing talks are on 
with alliance partners - the 
RJD and the Left parties - for 
the remaining 11 seats, he said. 

The assembly polls for 81 
seats will be held in two 
phases on November 13 and 
20, and counting will take 
place on November 23. 

"INDIA bloc will contest the 
Jharkhand assembly polls to-
gether. It has been decided 
during the seat-sharing talks 
with the allies that the Con-
gress and the JMM will field 
candidates in 70 of 81 seats," 
Soren said after meeting with 

the alliance partners here. 
He said the decision was 

taken after consultations with 
allies and candidates would 
be announced soon. 

Soren said the JMM-led al-
liance was confident of retain-
ing power in the state on the 
back of its development work. 

The NDA on Friday an-

nounced its seat-sharing for-
mula among its partners. The 
BJP will contest 68 seats, 
AJSU Party 10, JD(U) 2 and 
LJP (Ram Vilas) 1. 

PTI 
PANAJI 

Chief Justice of India D Y 
Chandrachud on Saturday 
said all forms of derogatory 
language, particularly against 
women, have no place in 
courts, noting that insensitive 
words can perpetuate stereo-
types and may disproportion-
ately affect women and 
marginalised communities. 

The CJI referred to com-
plaints from women judicial 
officers about the use of de-
rogatory language by some 
members of the adminis-
trative establishment towards 
women. 

Addressing a gathering at 

the inauguration of the North 
Goa District Courts Complex 
near Panaji, the CJI said, "We 
must actively work to dis-
mantle all barriers to have 
truly democratic access to jus-
tice". 

"As we strive for inclusivity 

within our courtrooms, the 
language which we use must 
reflect our ethos. We must be 
vigilant in our choice of words 
ensuring that our language is 
not only precise but also re-
spectful and intrusive," the CJI 
said. 

We must be vigilant in 
our choice of words  
ensuring that our  
language is not only  
precise but also  
respectful & intrusive 
D Y Chandrachud 
CJI

No place in courts for derogatory 
language against women: CJI

NEW DELHI. The Enforcement 
Directorate has issued a fresh 
circular directing its officials or 
investigating officers (IOs) to not 
question people called on sum-
mons at "unearthly" hours and 
not keep them waiting for 
hours at their office. 

The technical circular was is-
sued on October 11 after the 
Bombay High Court directed the 
federal agency to issue directives 
in this context as it took up the 
petition of a person who was 
summoned by the ED and "de-
tained overnight and inter-
rogated."  

The HC found that the 64-year-
old petitioner was summoned to 
the ED office for questioning and 
was kept waiting post mid-night. 

Recording of his statement, 
at unearthly hours, "definitely 
results in deprivation of a per-
son's sleep, basic human right of 
a individual", it said. 

Acting DGP  
Anurag Gupta  
removed by EC 
Jharkhand's Acting Direc-
tor General of Police 
(DGP) Anurag Gupta has 
been removed from his 
position, on the directions 
of the Election Commis-
sion and Ajay Kumar 
Singh has been appointed 
as the new police chief of 
the poll-bound state.  
Singh, a 1989-batch Indian 
Police Service (IPS) officer 
of the Jharkhand cadre, 
officially assumed office 
following a state govern-
ment notification issued 
on Saturday evening. 

BJP’S FIRST 
LIST IS OUT 

The BJP on Saturday
released its first list 
of 66 candidates for 

the Jharkhand assembly 
elections, fielding party 
president Babulal Marandi 
from Dhanwar and former 
chief minister Champai 
Soren from Saraikella. 
The party named Sita 
Soren, the sister-in-law of 
JMM leader and Chief Min-
ister Hemant Soren, as its 
nomine from Jamtara. 
The list also has the names 
of Geeta Koda and former 
Union minister Sudarshan 
Bhagat. 

RJD’s ‘2 mins 
noodles’ jibe 
 

The Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal (RJD) has 
expressed dis-

pleasure over the seat 
sharing arrangements 
with its INDIA bloc 
allies Congress and 
Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha (JMM) for the as-
sembly elections in 
Jharkhand.  
“All options open for us. 
All decisions cannot be 
taken instantly like '2 
minutes' noodles,” PTI 
quoted RJD MP Manoj 
Jha as saying

ED asks officers to 
question people 
only during office 

Shankar Raj  
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  

Leader of the opposition in 
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
will accompany his sister 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra when 
she files her nomination as 
the Congress candidate from 
the Wayanad LS consti-
tuency, a seat vacated by her 
brother who also won from 
Raebareli. 

Sources said just as Rahul 
was accompanied by his 
sister when he filed his 
paper, it would be a ‘thanks 
giving’ gesture for Priyanka 
in the by-election next 
month. The Congress in Ke-
rala has reque sted Sonia to 
come when her daughter 
files her paper.  

The Congress in the state is 
planning a massive roadshow 
in Wayanad that ‘Kerala 
would never have witnessed’ 
when Priyanka comes to file 
her papers, sources said. 
BJP’s Navya Haridas will 
take on Priyanka. 

 
PALAKKAD 
ANGRY  
Discontent is brew-
ing in the Congress 
over the candidacy 
for the Palak k ad bye-
lection with another 
young party leader 
making damaging 
a l l e g a t i o n s 
against it and 
e s p e c i a l l y 
leader of the op-
position in 
the Kerala as-
sembly VD 

Sathee san. Recently, former 
digital media convener of the 

party P Sarin protested 
against the selection of Youth 
Congress state president 
Rahul Mam koo tathil as the 
candidate for the Palakkad 
assembly byelection and 
levelled damaging accusa-
tions against Satheesan  and 
Congress MP Shafi Parambil, 
the former MLA from here. 

 
EC REMOVES ACTING 
JHARKHAND DGP 
Ahead of the upcoming 
Jharkhand poll, the Election 
Commission on Saturday di-

rected the state 
government to 
remove acting 
director gen-

eral of police 
Anurag Gupta 
from his posi-
tion with im-
mediate effect 
due to a “his-
tory” of com-
plaints against 

him in 
previo us 
elections, 

sources said.

Cong in Wayanad: 
Hum saath saath hain

The Congress in the 
state is planning a 
massive roadshow 
in Wayanad that 
‘Kerala would never 
have witnessed’ 
when Priyanka 
comes to file her 
papers

Dheeraj Kumar 
RANCHI 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
on Saturday accused BJP of 
controlling EC, CBI, ED, I-T 
and the bureaucracy. 

At ‘Samvidhan Samman 
Sammelan’ in Ranchi ahead of 
the Jharkhand assembly poll, 
Rahul alleged BJP was con-
trolling funds and institutions 
and contended his party was 
doing politics with full hon-
esty. “We contested the Lok 
Sabha election without 
money,” he claimed. 

“The Constitution is under 
attack from all sides, including 

Modi and Shah, it needs to be 
protected,” he alleged. 

“Modi says he will respect 
Dalits, tribals and backwards, 
but takes away your rights. He 
gives you respect, but expels 
you from institutions,” he said. 

He accused BJP of calling 
tribals as “vanvasis”, alleging it 
was trying to destroy their his-
tory. “When BJP people call 
the tribals as vanvasis, they de-
stroy your way of living, his-
tory and science, you have 
been following for thousands 
of years. Adivasi means the 
first owners while vanvasi 
means those who live in the 
forest. “ 

Rahul power plays 
tribal card

ANI 
DEHRADUN 

The Uttarakhand government 
issued guidelines to prevent 
people from spitting in food 
items and announced a fine of 
up to `1 lakh for the offence. 

According to the CMO, a 
comprehensive standard op-
erating procedure has been is-
sued in this regard following 
the directions of the chief 
minister. “On spitting and 
mixing dirt in food items in 
Uttarakhand CM Pushkar 
Singh Dhami has made it clear 
that such incidents will not be 
tolerated at all in the state,” 
CMO said on X. “Strict action 
will be taken against those 
found spitting or mixing other 
filth in food items, with a 
provision of imposing a fine 
ranging from `25,000 to ` 1 
lakh,” it added. 

Earlier this week, Dhami 
assured action against “land ji -
had, love jihad, and thook (sp -
it) jihad”. “The original form of 
Devbhoomi Uttarakhand 
should remain intact,” he said.

U’khand: `1 lakh 
fine to prevent 
spitting on food

Bandi Sanjay 
detained for 
staging protest 
in support of 
TSPSC Group 1 
aspirants  

 
PTI 
HYDERABAD 

Union Minister Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar was on Saturday de-
tained by the police for stag-
ing a dharna here to express 
solidarity with aspirants of 
TSPSC Group 1 services, who 
are seeking postponement of 
the Mains exam. 

Sanjay Kumar, Union Min-
ister of State for Home, took 
out a ‘Chalo Secretariat’ rally 
after meeting the aspirants at 
Ashok Nagar here, the hub of 
coaching institutions for civil 
services and others in the 
city. 

Amid sloganeering by as-
pirants against the Congress 
government, Sanjay Kumar 
squatted on the ground in 
support of the former. 

The aspirants shared their 
grievances with the Union 
Minister. 

Accompanied by a large 
number of youth, he took out 
‘Chalo Secretariat’ rally to 
meet Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy and apprise him 
of their concerns. 
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