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Cloudburst triggers flash 
floods in Rampur, HP

NATURE’S WRATH | 454 roads closed amid heavy rain

PTI 
SHIMLA 

Intermittent rain lashed 
parts of Himachal Pradesh 
on Thursday, while Rampur 
in Shimla witnessed a cloud-
burst that triggered flash 
floods in the area. 

Landslides in several parts 
of the state resulted in the 
closure of 454 roads, includ-
ing two national highways. 

The cloudburst at Darshal 
occurred late Wednesday 
night, causing flash floods in 
the Teklech market. No casu-
alties were reported, as 
nearby houses had already 
been evacuated due to the 
threat of flooding, officials 
noted. 

In Shimla, a tree fell on the 
office building of the science 
and technology department 
at the US Club, damaging 
part of the roof along with a 
vehicle. 

The electricity supply was 
disrupted in several areas of 
the city due to downed 
power lines and uprooted 
trees. Restoration teams 
were deployed to restore 

power at the Central Potato 
Research Institute (CPRI), 
Broukhast, Strawberry Hills, 
Bemloi, and The Mall Road. 

As a result of the flooding 
and landslides, a total of 454 
roads were closed to vehicu-
lar traffic, including the Old 
Hindustan-Tibet Road (NH 5) 
and the Aut-Sainj road (NH 

305). The Chandigarh-Ma-
nali National Highway (NH 
21) reopened after nearly 40 
hours on Thursday after-
noon. 

Among the closed 
roads, 245 were in Mandi, 
while 118 were in the 
neighbouring Kullu dis-
trict, according to the 

State Emergency Oper-
ation Centre (SEOC). 

Meanwhile, the 14th Battal-
ion of the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) en-
gaged in recovering the body 
of a devotee who slipped 
from a cliff near Ganesh Gufa 
on the Kinnaur Kailash route 
on Wednesday. 

Bengal: Houses 
of women BJP 
workers  
vandalised in 
Cooch Behar 

 
IANS 
KOLKATA 

Houses of three women BJP 
workers have been vandal-
ised in the Dinhata area of 
Cooch Behar district in West 
Bengal, a day after the state 
Leader of the Opposition Su-
vendu Adhikari’s convoy was 
attacked in the same district, 
in which seven Trinamool 
Congress workers were ar-
rested.  

On Thursday, the houses 
of BJP workers Juthika Bar-
man, Maina Barman, and 
Purabi Barman were at-
tacked, and they were 
chased away from their 
houses. The BJP alleged that 
Trinamool workers and mis-
creants were behind the at-
tack. 

BJP's Cooch Behar organ-
isational district president, 
Abhijit Barman, told media 
persons that the fresh attack 
was carried out in retaliation 
for the arrest of Trinamool 
Congress workers on Wed-
nesday, accused of attacking 
the convoy of the Leader of 
the Opposition earlier this 
week. 

HC: Didn’t order  
closure of  
‘Kabutarkhanas’  
...‘But people's 
health is 
important' 

PTI 
MUMBAI 

The Bombay High Court on 
Thursday said it had not 
passed any order directing 
the closure of `Kabutarkha-
nas' (pigeon-feeding spots) in 
the city, but only refrained 
from staying the closure 
order of the municipal cor-
poration. 

A committee of experts 
can study whether the old 
Kabutarkhanas in the city 
should continue, but "human 
life is of paramount impor-
tance", it said. 

"If something affects the 
larger health of senior 
citizens and kids, then it 
should be looked into. There 
has to be a balance," the 
court said. 

Earlier this week, sheets 
were placed covering the 
Kabutarkhanas in the city, 
leading to protests. Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Dev-
endra Fadnavis had then 
claimed that the Kabutarkha-
nas were closed following the 
high court's order. 

A bench of Justices G S Kul-
karni and Arif Doctor on 
Thursday clarified that it had 
not passed any order. 

"It was the BMC's (Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpor-
ation) decision (to close 
Kabutarkhanas) which was 
challenged before us. We did 
not pass any order. We only 
did not grant any interim re-
lief," the HC said. 

Can’t sleep: J&K locals 
call for relocation 
amid anti-terror op 
PTI 
SRINAGAR 

Amidst the ongoing anti-ter-
ror operation in Kulgam, 
which entered its seventh 
day on Thursday, locals from 
the Akhal village have called 
for their relocation from the 
area, citing severe hardships. 

The residents claimed 
they were unable to sleep 
due to the relentless firing 
and were now running out 
of food as well. "We have 
been facing severe dif-
ficulties for the past seven 
days. Firing and bombs go 
on during the night. There is 
a shortage of ration in our 

homes now," Mubarak 
Khanday, a villager living 
close to the encounter site, 
said. 

Emphasising that the 
women and children in the 
area are terrified, Khanday 
claimed that they have de-
veloped 'psychological 
problems' due to the con-
tinuous firing and ex-
plosions, he added. 

Appealing to the govern-
ment to make arrangements 
for their relocation, Khanday 
said, "We have not slept for 
seven days. Children are 
awake, and they cry. There is 
a shortage of medicine and 
rations."  

More than 60 
still missing 
PTI 
DEHRADUN 

Rescue operations gathered 
pace on Thursday in the dis-
aster-hit Dharali village in 
Uttarkashi as weather im-
proved and more than 270 
people stranded in different 
locations in the district were 
evacuated to safety with the 
help of IAF's Chinook and 
Mi-17 helicopters. 

The army said 50 civil-
ians are missing besides 
nine of its personnel includ-
ing one junior commis-
sioned officer. However, 
eyewitnesses said the 
number of missing persons 
could be even higher. 

According to officials, at 
least four people have been 
killed in the disaster that 
struck the ecologically frag-
ile area on Tuesday after-
noon. Rescuers recovered 
two bodies on Wednesday, 
but it was not clear if these 
were among the four 
deaths reported the pre-
vious day. 

With a let-up in rain and 
improvement in weather 
conditions, helicopters 
made several sorties during 
the day to evacuate people 
who had taken refuge in 
army camps and neighbour-
ing villages after the disaster. 

A team of 69 NDRF res-
cuers, two cadaver dogs and 
veterinarians joined rescue 
operations to look for sur-
vivors. 

"This is a big disaster and 
the analysis of the damage is 
going on. The roads con-
necting Uttarkashi have 

been badly damaged. How-
ever, our teams are working 
in the affected areas to res-
cue the victims," NDRF DIG 
Gambhir Singh Chauhan 
told PTI. 

A total of 274 people have 
been brought to Harsil, Dis-
aster Management Secretary 
Vinod Kumar Suman said. 

Uttarkashi District Magis-
trate Prashant Arya said 275 
people from Harsil, Gangotri 
and Jhala have been sent to 
Matli helipad from where 
they are being sent to their 
respective destinations. 

OVER 274 RESCUED AS 
OPERATIONS GATHER PACE

UTTARKASHI CALAMITY

Rescue operation underway following flash floods 
triggered by a cloudburst at Dharali region, in  
Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand

The water level of the Yamuna River continues to 
rise, nearing the warning mark, as seen near the 
Old Railway Bridge following heavy rainfall in New 
Delhi on Monday, August 4, 2025 (FILE PIC)

MONSOON METRE 
n The water level of the Yamuna 
River in Delhi inching towards 
danger mark on Thursday, 
prompting authorities to initiate 
precautionary measures and 
urge residents in low-lying 
areas along the riverbanks to 
evacuate to safer locations. 
n As many as 431 people died in 
Jharkhand in various disasters, 
including lightning strikes and 
drowning, over the past three 
months, an official said on 
Thursday. 
n The IMD on Thursday warned 
of heavy rainfall in the sub-Hi-
malayan areas of West Bengal 
and a few southern districts, 
due to an active monsoon 
trough and a cyclonic circulation 
over central Bangladesh.
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